Sick Child Policy
Statement of Intent:

It is our aim to prevent illness/infection spreading amongst all the children within our care, and also amongst the staff. High levels of hygiene will help support this.
Aim:

We aim to make all parents, carers and staff aware of the issues involved with having sick children in the Nursery and on our exclusion policy.
Methods:

· Parents to be informed on a regular basis of any illnesses that are going about and on how long the children must be excluded from the Nursery (in accordance with the guidelines stated on the Infection Control in Schools and Childcare Settings).

· All staff aware of the Nursery’s policy on the exclusion of a child from Nursery (subject to the type of illness).

· It is the Nursery’s decision on the length of the exclusion for the child.

· A child must be clear from Diarrhoea and Sickness for 48 hours before coming back to Nursery. Impetigo and Conjunctivitis must be treated before the child returns/attends Nursery and in the case of Chicken Pox, a child’s spots must have dried up and the redness cleared around the spots before the child returns to Nursery – this is normally 5-7 days.

· We will allow approx. 2 loose nappies/1 bout of sickness before calling a parent.

· However we also discuss with parents if a child is prone to loose nappies due to dietary issues/medical reasons.

· If a child has a virus or infection the appropriate course of action will be decided at the time, as type and time of exclusion can vary.

· Medication can be given to the child if required, as long as the medication is specifically named for that child and the relevant forms completed and signed by the parent.
· We can administer Calpol if required; this is given with consent by the parent(s) when dropping off their child, verbal consent over the telephone can NOT be used. This would be recorded on the child’s individual medication form and signed for by the parent upon collection of their child – SEE ALSO THE CALPOL POLICY FOR FURTHER INFO.
· All equipment used for a sick child i.e. beds, blankets, chairs etc will be either disposed of or hygienically cleaned, washed or put out of use until safe to be used again.

· If a child becomes unwell whilst at Nursery they will be comforted in an appropriate manner, until their parent or carer is able to collect them.

· The Nursery has many quiet/sleep areas where children can go and have some ‘time out’ if they are feeling unwell or just want a rest.

· At all stages parents are informed, if the Nursery staff can not get in touch with the main parent/carer, they will contact the next authorised adult on the child’s registration form and so on, until someone is able to collect the child; this will continue indefinitely until the child is collected.

· The parent/carer is asked to inform us of the illness if the child is taken to their GP, we then can advise on the time required for exclusion, if any.
· Positive Relationships – 2.2
· A Unique Child – 1.3 & 1.4

· Enabling Environments – 3.2
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